ASCENT  OF  .MOUNT   TABOR.

In our descent from Mount Tabor, we entered
a grotto in which there had formerly been a
church, and had scarcely got within it before we
heard the rushing of persons about the outer
part of the passage by which we had entered.

sites are pointed out. The supposed Hermon is a range of hills
running for several miles nearly east and west, and forming the
southern boundary of the plain of Esdraelon. The mountains
of Gilboa are a distant range crossing those of Hermon almost
at right angles, and running nearly north and south ; but not
approaching near to the latter, since they are east of Jordan.
The mountains of Samaria are on the west of all these, and
nearer to the sea. The river Kishon has its springs near to the
foot of Tabor, and winds considerably in its course. And the
plain of Esdraelon, besides being of four or five times the ex-
tent there given by the perspective, is not bounded by steep
cliffs rising thus abruptly from their base, but by a range of
smooth and sloping hills. Lastly, the Mount of Tabor, instead
of the slender and towering pyramid there represented *, is a
rounded hill of the elevation of about one thousand feet, and of
a semiglobular shape, being longer at the base in every direc-
tion than it is high, and having its outlines smooth, and every
part of a rounded form, since from below nothing is seen of
the small level space on its summit. It is the last to the east-
ward of a range of four hills of a similar kind, all less conspi-
cuous than itself, and all having'distinct passes between them,
but neither of them so completely isolated as this of Tabor.
While analyzing this, the same observations may be repeated
on the plate of Acre and Mount Carmel, which is, if possible,
still wider from the truth ; while that of the cisterns of Solo-
* But for the bushes that are placed on the sides of this hill, it might be
taken rather for the tower of Babel, as sometimes represented in our old
Bibles, than for the Mount of Tabor, and the scene of the transfiguration
on its summit, for a sacrifice by fire there.